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These are a few, short devotions that have helgethrough many days as a
missionary. My husband, two daughters, son and¢ fised in Russia for over
seven years. We have been in language schooldsasv&rategy coordinators,
church planters, family ministers, Bible teacharg] taught in major universities
overseas. These writings are based upon many expes and events that have
taken place in our lives. These devotions are ioralogical order as the Lord
brought us down many winter paths. You may use thgmeekly devotionals or
as starters for group discussion. It is my pralgat &s you read these scriptures
and devotions throughout the year, you will be ablapply them to your life and
mature in your relationship with the Lord.

Each devotion is divided into several sectionsc&ie Bible says, “Thy Word

IS... a light unto my path,” the starting point focckadevotion is entitled Path

Light . The key passages are my own paraphrase, so | recommend reading the
passage in its entirety from a good Bible versionvall. There is a reflection

section as well as a path application And each section ends with some

guestions to consider as you walk a little farther May the Lord bless you as you
serve others along the path.

There have been times of joy as well as timesi@ftover the past years in
Russia. Through it all, the one Person that wals mg always was my Lord,
Savior, Comforter and Friend. May He be with yowyas read His Word and as
you rely on Him for strength. May we together agiG children always
encourage and depend on one another for suppolbvead

In His Love,

For Ordering Information:
P.O. Box 501
McRae, Georgia 31055
Revised 2006



-Path 1-

the messenger
Path Light: Read John 13:1-16

Key Passage:Truly, Truly, | tell you, the one who serves is igogater than
the one he serves; neither is the missionary grédada the sender - John 13:16

Sometimes we really have to deal with feelingmafiequacy. We must realize
that although Jesus commissioned us to be His saa® we sometimes struggle
with our own calling. | recalled this entry in mapiritual journal: Yesterday as |
was out in my neighborhood in Bryansk, Russia,d gigen the opportunity to
witness three times to various people. Each timalked away upset because |
knew that | should have done better. | began astkiaghormal questions: "Why
did I not say...? Oh, why am | not better with Bhessian language? My grammar
was terrible."Read again what Jesus says in John 13.

Path Application:

See yourself this week as the messenger ChrigdmsAs you are at work,
shopping, or just taking a walk in your neighbortholoe that messenger to your
people as Christ works through you.

Walk Farther:

1. Who do you really serve?

2. How do you handle feelings of inadequacy?

3. What do you do to make sure you don’t miss oppdies to witness?



-Path 2-

maturity
Path Light: Read Hebrews 6

Key Passage:So now that we've established an understandinghocCs
teaching, let’s get on to maturity... -Hebrews 6:1a

We need to constantly advance ourselves in thelkdge of God’s Word. We do
not need to become satisfied in just repeatinglessve have read over the years.
We need fresh new material that is challengingstasiwe are growing spiritually.
We should not have to return to programs that qrieased us. Of course God’s
Word is all we need. However, we may find thatéBgtudies, workbooks, books,
etc. can be very helpful to us. This is a goodghiThe Bible study aids that
contributed to our spiritual growth in the past magt be enough for us today. We
are changing. We are maturing.

Path Application:

You may want to ask a Christian brother or sisteattype of devotional material
they are studying at present. They may have sor® guggestions as to what is
new and available. Start reading a new Christiaoklibis week along with your
regular Bible readings. It doesn’t have to be #tedt publication. It may be an old
spiritual classic, but if it's new to you...

Walk Farther

1. Have there ever been times when your spirgatl may seem stale or not
growing? Why?

2. Find and list some of the latest resourcesliteBstudy materials.

3. What have been some of the best spiritual Helgsu in the past? Are they still
helping you today?



-Path 3-

knowledge

Path Light: Read 1 John 5

Key Passage:l wrote this to you who are believers on the nain@&od’s

Son, so that you might know for sure that you dbtleave eternal life and that
you might keep on believing in the name of God's.Sdl John 5:13

Assurance is an awesome thing. Have you ever ddufatur salvation? Thank
God today for giving you the assurance of youra#w through His Word. John
wrote to the first century believers, because thisugh the Holy Spirit’s
application of Scripture to our lives that we firehl assurance that He is with us.

Path Application:

Post and memorize this scripture. Share thistscgpvith a neighbor or friend
this week. Explain that we are so privileged toenthe opportunity to accept Him
and be a child of His. God gave us His Word sowetan know for sure that we
have a personal relationship with Him. Praise Him week for this truth and ask
Him to help you speak this message well to theitogour city and in some cases
another language.

Walk Farther:

1. What do you do about doubts?
2. When do you find yourself doubting the most?
3. Are there particular passages of Scripturetthaé helped your doubts?

4. How could you encourage someone this week wdnp lme experiencing doubt
in their walk with the Lord?



-Path 4-

kind words and good thoughts

Path Light: Read Ephesians 4:29-32

Key Passage:Don't let evil words come out of your mouth, launly words

that can build up others, so that it might applydSgrace to those who are
listening. -Ephesians 4:29

Many times in Russia | have had to remind myselfde encouraging words in a
society that sometimes values criticism. Ask Gobdip you speak this week only
those words that are encouraging. Instead of foqnttiaits, characteristics, or ways
of nationals that cause you to be angry or impgtagtermine what the key thing
Is that excites the people around you. Share dleiz with someone so that an
evangelistic event can be planned in the futugumr city so that others can hear
more about Jesus and His forgiveness. Many eventbe planned such as the
showing of films, passing out flyers that advertisacerts, passing out Bibles,
setting up stands that not only provide Christitardture but also invitations to
Bible studies. These are only a few examples. Hew@lease be sensitive to
governmental laws.

Path Application:
Identify one or more qualities or spiritual giftefamily members, team members,
and/or nationals (people of a region where a mmssgiserves). Tell them how
God is really using them for kingdom advancemeemBmber to also encourage
children. Ask God to help you get rid of all bittess, rage, and anger so that your
thoughts and words to others will be those of kesdnand those showing
compassion.

Walk Farther:

1. What words have been an encouragement to yie ipast?
2. What passage of Scripture do you find most eragpng?
3. Who are some people who might need your engeumnant this week?



-Path 5-

future minded

Path Light: Read Isaiah 43:16-21

Key PassageYou don’t have to look back to the way things wekeok, |
am doing something new. It is going to jump owa@i; you're going to know it.
| will even clear a path in the wilderness andnsvie the desert. - Isaiah 43:18-19

Do not focus on the things that you have doneenpidist. Start fresh. This week is
a new time and/or you are living in a new cultufgou allow the Lord to

continue to work through you, others will benefiea greater and see the Lord
work in more powerful ways.

Path Application:

Ask God this week to give you a new vision for thre. Start today by choosing
to do at least one of the following:
If you are a missionary or ministering cross-cudtlyy start reading a book
about the history of your people so that you casteustand the culture better.
Read informative books about your people or abweitcity where you live.
Listen to motivational tapes.
Listen to inspirational/praise music for upliftimdhile you cook, clean, walk,
run, exercise, etc. Fill all your time with encagireg words.

New ideas seem to blossom when we fill our liveth\gbod, constant information.
Even if you are a busy mom or student you canags to expand yourself. For
example, like listed above, listen to CDs while yoark or exercise. Remember
your future is not what it used to be.

Walk Farther:

1. Are there areas of your life that might be ktunca rut? What are they?
2. If you could do something new, without fearfafure, what would you do?
3. Do you really trust God for your future?



-Path 6-

humility
Path Light: Read Philippians 2:3-11

Key Passage:Don‘t do anything by fighting or by trying to laamut for
yourself; in humility put others before your owrndrests. -Philippians 2:3

We should consider those that live around us b#ttar ourselves. We should find
ways to serve them. Be humble and ask them howcgoiserve.

Path Application:

1) Ask God to help you take upon yourself the ratfra servant so that you can
serve and minister where you live.

2) Take a small informal survey in the area andthskost what their needs are in
their lives. Be bold and approach neighbors, inldnger cities talk to people while
waiting for public transportation, salespeople iarkets and stores, family
members outside with children, etc.

3) Humble yourselves as you place others’ needs®gbur own desires and be
obedient to the Father as you listen, pray, andidwill.

4) Carry out your plans to take the first step yofia the task the Father has set
before you in how you can meet the needs of yooaplee Just do what He says.
Don't just plan. Do it!

Walk Farther:

1. Name someone whom you find difficult to serve.
2. Why do you find it difficult to serve them?

3. What are some ways you could become more likesn serving this person?



-Path 7-

gentle words
Path Light: Read Proverbs 15

Key Passage:Answering someone calmly diffuses anger, but aniesgic
words inflame the situation. -Proverbs 15:1

Prayer:

Dear Lord, may all my words be gentle ones. Helgaorehoose carefully the right
words to say. Even in times and conversationsgbam to be controversial, | pray
that | can steer discussions to show gentlenesdnkss, and love.

Path Application:
Take a break time today/this week just for yourseifelax and do something that
you enjoy so that your level of tolerance and pagewill be intact. Also,
throughout the week make a list of as many kindds@s possible. Remember
these words and use them when needed to warrafetetifigs of anger in others or
within yourself.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you find it difficult to get along with sonpeople? With whom do you
argue most?

2. Is it ever hard for you to think before you $aysh words?

3. Pray for this person by name and ask God togpresyou with gentle words for
your next encounter.



-Path 8-
joy
Path Light: Read Ecclesiastes 8

Key Passage:So | recommend happiness, because there’s ndileitey on

earth than good food, good drink, and being hajigscause that's what is going to
get you through the hard work every day that thellgives you.- Ecclesiastes
8:15

Take each day as it comes. Don't fret or worryr fourney through life is one of
constant change. We may not be living in the salaeegomorrow, next month, or
next year. (see Mathew 8:20) Therefore, we nedgebtm to adjust to changes. We
need to enjoy every day that God gives us as drgift Him. How we respond to
that day develops our character. We need to maieetisat joy follows us wherever
we go.

Path Application:

List some challenges you are facing or areas of gharacter you want to
improve. Then go to God in prayer and read His Wordolutions and continue to
experience joy in all your days.

Walk Farther:

1. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
2. How might you bring glory to God in these aitkps?

3. Imagine God as an active participant in thes@iies. Does it make the
activity more enjoyable?



-Path 9-

rest

Path Light: Read Psalm 62

Key Passage:l will wait upon God alone, because I'm expectgrgat things
from Him. - Psalm 62:5

We need to be satisfied with our work on the fizddwell as have confidence in
ourselves. Rely on the Father for your strengthnbBiorely only on yourself for

that strength. Allow Him to help you carry the bemd that often appear in life.
Your assurance (hope) comes from the Lord.

Path Application:

1) Make a list of your ministries. For me as a moisary in Moscow at one time,
my only ministry was language preparation. Langustgdy was all | could do
other than care for my family. | realized that ditl not give my best while in full-
time language that later | could not fully be ugethe culture. | was reminded
from the scripture that Paul shortly after his cension had to stay and experience
much learning in the desert for about 3 years lee®wd could use him fully
among people. Also, moms definitely include theistites you provide for your
families. Make a notation beside the ministries sgh®od is working and where
you see that you are being used for His work. Makpecific notation beside the
ones that you are seeking for God to answer regjuest

2) Rest and relax physically as well as spirituaiyer looking over your list of
ministries that God has given you, take a time yddahank God for all that He is
doing in your life. Spend some time with the Fatioglay. Next, make a schedule
of your daily activities. Be sure to include a tifoe resting, even if it is only a 10-
minute coffee break where you can read and meditatd least one verse of His
Scripture.



-Path 10-

restore

Path Light: Read Psalm 23

Key Passage:He restores me... - Psalm 23:3

Three days before our family was to leave for Prague, Czech Republcstiategy

coordinator’s training session, | sat on my kitchen floor in excruciating psiactdd down at my
deformed wrist as my twisted hand began to turn a dark shade of purple. | don’t evebe&emem
how I fell, but apparently as | stood on a little stool to open the small window in our kitten |
back onto my wrist and shattered it into what felt like a million pieces.

Amidst the pain questions flooded my mind. What are we going to do now? How will we make it
to Prague? Who with carry the bags and hold the kids in the airport as we had planned® How wi
| get to the hospital right now? Who will watch the kids while I'm gone? Winetlee world is

my husband at this moment in town? And how can I find him? Oh no! What is the hospital here
going to be like?

| never doubted the intelligence or professional capabilities of the Russiarsdeetknew, but
| regret to say that | had already seen some of the equipment in the hasBtgnsk, Russia,
and knew that the facilities left something to be desired. My husband and | have sdRusdia
for almost four years. For a year we lived in Moscow where more modern imestiters are
located. In Bryansk a person is simply at the mercy of whatever the hospital hand in the
cabinets at the moment.

As | waited for “Skoraya Pomosh” (Russian equivalent to an emergency roonmaacg)yl

prayed that Buck would return home in time at least to keep the children. Praisectiiealt @r
gas-line repairman was in our home at the time and called the ambulance Iftniedeo no

avail to contact the neighbors with whom | had only recently become acquainted, but n@one wa
home. Praise the Lord that He sent Buck back home about 5 minutes before the medical
technician arrived.

The technician entered our home with a Black & Decker type toolbox that seriesiraedical
bag. | was even more convinced as to its original design when he opened it and pulled out a
cardboard splint and began taping it to my broken wrist with masking tape.

He would not allow Buck or the kids to go with me, so | followed him down our stairs and
boarded the back of a rusted gray 1960s Volkswagen van with a huge red cross painted on the
side. | sat alone on a hand-made metal bench welded to the side of the rustytereial The

only other equipment | saw in the van was one large gas mask hanging on the van wall. The
driver and technician sat in the front as we bounced along the road to the trauma fenésr.



if I was just holding my breath through this process and continually prayingpfbtdjust carry
me through this experience.

After x-rays | walked behind a doctor as he had ordered to a dark reception rooenté&ed
the room | was immediately told by the assistant sitting behind the desk toHeawein and go
stand in line. After a long period of time and still in my makeshift cardboard dphas to be
transferred to a hospital with “the better doctor.” Praise the Lord, Buckinalty fiound
someone to stay with the kids and came to the trauma center. He convinceditherethat,
although it wasn’t protocol, he could transport me to the hospital in our own car.

Once again after spending several hours filling out paper work and convincing béteve t

could bypass some of the regular red tape, we sat in a conference room wisutheeas who

told us what needed to be done to the wrist. The x-rays showed that the wrist had shattered i
several places, and each doctor had a different opinion as to what to do. One suggested surgery
Another suggested casting it and remaining in the hospital for three weeksh@&hbaut yet

another plan. They were all in agreement though that it was impossible todmottad to

Moscow for more modern medical care without something being done here first. They
mentioned that | had to be put to sleep and at least have it cast, but our concern waanthe use
reuse of needles in some Russian hospitals. The doctors quickly informed us dnskBry

longer uses old needles for sanitary reasons. The doctors then asked if | would leel poepar

drink vodka as a means of anesthesia. Of course | refused, but was informed thahgarhds

type with other narcotics would be administered to me through the veins, as thikthe lzad.

We asked for me to be put to sleep by other methods, but we were informed that the atker mea
were now considered too dangerous. | had no choice as | continued to allow God to carry me
through this ordeal, and | felt intense fear as they rolled me into a cold stalengperam that
reminded me of a scene from M.A.S.H.

The nurse began to administer anesthesia to me in what | saw to be a previouslgsssed g
bottle, but | asked her to wait until my husband and doctor entered before | dc®yteng
that had been used.

Needless to say, | walked away heavily intoxicated with a thick halboasseverely punctured
arm from several IV needle attempts. The doctor used all the castinigatthdsft for my wrist.
We paid our bill directly to the doctors so that we could be immediately rdlaadebe free to
travel by train six hours to Moscow and then catch a flight to Prague.

After other x-rays were done in the Czech Republic, a doctor who spoke broken Englisé told m
that my wrist needed immediate surgery and that blood was clotting in my etiravthie cast.
Without delay | was sent to Germany for medical care and surgery. Bdake children

remained in Prague while | traveled by car and train to Germany agam dlwas taken to a

hotel and left to spend the night alone. It seemed that no one really understood this pain and
loneliness | felt through the ordeal, and neither was | in a condition to verifalisat in that
German hotel room and cried through most of the night.

Reaching for some means of comfort, | pulled out a small package of encourégnscgled
notes of prayer that a group of missionary wives had handed me at the confereageén P



before | left. | had been given strict instruction not to read the letterd antived in Germany,

and it was at this moment that | most needed the letters and scripture efaeGod’s
faithfulness. There were letters from some who said that they had beercafiggfaying for

our family throughout a solid year of spiritual warfare. Some said they hagadibw we had

been spiritually attacked at times after we had moved from Moscow, and #rey sh

encouraging words about how my strength had been an encouragement to them. | wgazed the t
from my eyes and sat stunned, because at this very moment | surely didn'tyestaeg. |

only felt alone.

One woman mentioned that she had been thinking of me as she had her quiet time that day. She
quoted Psalm 40:1 KJV: “l waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined to mieheard my

cry.” Another dear missionary colleague wrote, “I hope He will show you so maysyveav

much He loves you, how special you are to Him, and how He wants this time of youtHife w

you alone like a table for two.”

My time with God alone became an experience that can hardly be put into wordsekhabb
stressed from the daily routine of serving in Bryansk and trying simply voveut was at a

point of desperation and felt spiritually empty. | knew God was present with meetingfHis
presence at some points was extremely difficult. The spiritual realarkfiess was so great that
| found myself searching for God’s existence in my life.

He did restore my hand through the medical expertise in Germany. A fixatoiried into my

wrist bones, and after several weeks it was removed. Most of all, however, dtedasy

spiritual relationship with Him and prepared me to be stronger for the futurdoiity s

regaining the use of my hand and have worked through much of the emotional trauma brought on
by the whole experience. | praise God for a supporting husband, caring mig §immals,

medical missionary couples that serve in Germany, and friends and famgyaied for me.

God allowed me to understand a part of the Russian culture that only comes through actual
experience. | had to endure pain while | waited for medication that was rmt tHead to
patiently wait for assistance instead of receiving immediate helg.lbfaliness perhaps for the
first time to that degree. As God has called us to reach and minister to Rugsiesidl| live in a
somewhat collective society, there is still a loneliness that only Godlican fi

Path Application:
Meditate on these four words: “He restoreth my scu{Psalm 23:3 KJV) Think
about His presence in your life. Think about Hisrivd’ray and wait patiently. In
time He will restore your soul.



-Path 11-

don' run; obey

Path Light: Read Jonah 1-4

Key Passage:But Jonah ran away to Tarshish to get away frad.Gand he
found a ship...I cried to God because | was hurtamgl, He heard me...Get up and
go to Nineveh... and tell them what | tell you. - Joda3; 2:2; 3:2-3

Call upon the Lord in your time of distress. Sommets we become physically
weak and displeased with our lives or our peopd we just want to run away
from all responsibilities and possibly just giveagpJonah did. Call upon the Lord!
He will listen. Watch as your life is filled witloy. Calling upon the Lord is a
discipline. Make it a priority to do so before emas (feelings) rule.

Path Application:
Proclaim the message out of obedience. You showtlothe Father as you are
obedient. Don’t wait like Jonah did. Do what yourevealled to do immediately.
Tell His message with love.

Walk Farther:

1. Have you ever felt like running away? When?

2. Is your stress level so high that you just warftee from it all?

3. What is the best thing for you to do when yeel fike that?



-Path 12-

come and eat

Path Light: Read John 21:1-17

Key Passage:As soon as they landed, they saw a campfire figithcooking

and some bread. Jesus said, “Come and eat.” dfdhe disciples dared ask
“who are you?” because they knew it was the Laidhn 21:9, 12

Remember Peter had just denied Christ. TherefaterRossibly hoping to
relieve his grief, did one of the things he knewtto do well. He fished. Yet he
toiled.

Path Application:
We may think our ministry comes natural for us. N#&e great results. Generally
we do our jobs well. However, there are times wiverstrongly struggle in our
work or times when we work in vain. Peter fishddchajht. Sometimes we try to
“do” a great deal for God in the ministry. Maybe tHoly Spirit pleads for our
attention, and we are just too busy to listen. Hg adready have prepared for us a
huge catch. If Peter had been paying attentiomvdhdd have known that all the
fish he needed was waiting for him.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you find yourself doing what you do wellredieve your grief?

2. What do you think God desires to prepare far tgpocomfort you?

3. Spend time this week in prayer as you ask Gagpen your eyes to the
bountiful breakfast He already has prepared for. you



-Path 13-

endure

Path Light: Read James 1

Key Passage:A man who endures trials is happy. Because Vineas tried,
he will get life’s crown that Jesus promised tosthavho love Him. James 1:12

Winter is a season of endurance.

Cold winter blizzards must be endured. Around tbiedays while living in
Bryansk, Russia, | stepped outside my apartmenptato venture on a
Christmas shopping trip to our outdoor market. \&d approaching what is called
a “myetyel”, snowstorm. However, | continued to kved the market. | was
enduring the cold, warmly dressed in a heavy sh@ejpgeat. The wind was
causing the snow to blow directly into my face. Mgscara even began to run
down my cheeks. There were several times the wals® strong it just about
knocked me down.

Walking through the paths of snow, | looked aroand realized that we face
spiritual storms/battles the same way. They argpeeied, must be endured, and
may even knock us down. Times of tribulation cokvehin two months after
moving to Bryansk, our family faced a challenge th@ow realize was spiritual
warfare. Our daughter Amielle experienced a hepohirwhen the bathroom sink
fell from the wall knocking her down as it landext@ss her face. For an entire
year following this incidence, many others awaiiedOur children suffered
through months of nausea and sickness. | fell irkitthen shattering my wrist.
For some unknown reason, our son broke his leg Wkgast had begun walking.
The devil wanted us to surrender and be discourggeedually. However, God
allowed this period to be a time of learning testrdim, to experience His
stability, to take comfort in His leadership, tahgtand with His strength, and to
survive with His promise.

Path Application: This week endure the battle, surviving with Hisrprse!

Walk Farther:
What are you enduring right now? With whom can gbare this trial?



-Path 14-

a new song

Path Light: Psalm 40:1-3, Psalm 22:1

We wait patiently on the Lord and He hears us. elrfius when we are in the
middle of battles. He hears us when we are deeapuohand mire. He hears us
when we are in the pit of despair, the one in whiehthink there is no way out. He
does not forsake us. Even through our groans dhe hears us. Be patient! He
hears our cry for help.

He gives us a solid place to stand and placesestioin Him, the solid rock.

Living through the battles and the filthy, unstapig we allow Him to put a new
song in my mouth and praise to our God (Psalm 40:3)

Path Application:

Sing all week! Sing! Sing songs of praise to Hirol He is able, and He places
our feet on solid ground! Let Him put the new samgour heart. Praise to the
Lord who hears our cries and gives us hope!

Walk Farther:

1. What are some of your favorite praise songstewhe words to a praise
chorus and keep it in front of you this week.

2. When you sing, do you really sing from yourtiega

3. When do you find it hard to sing?



-Path 15-
thanksgiving
Path Light: Read Philippians 1:1-9

Key Passage:Every time | remember you, | thank God. | tallkdod about

you every time | pray, thanking Him for your fellship from the first time | met
you. -Philippians 1:3-5

Paul and Timothy were in prison when this lettes waitten to the church at
Philippi. This church partnered with them for tipgesading of the gospel. It was
very evident how much Paul prayed with joy for dmeirch members and how
much he appreciated their support. He held thesedio his heart.

We have had the privilege of having many churcfasily, and friends praying

for us, supporting us, and joining us as we aren@sion to spread the gospel.
These brothers and sisters have supported us freffirst day. There are times
when Paul longed for the church at Philippi like algo long for our churches back
home. We know that they are with us in heart. Qaygrs should be that they
grow spiritually, stay pure and blameless, bedilath righteousness through
Jesus, and most of all that they glorify the Lord.

Path Application:

This week, write your “church at Philippi.” Tellém how thankful you are for
their partnership with you. Express your love, andourage them as they partner
with you and your work for the Lord. Contact yownhe church, a church from
childhood, or even the church that commissionedasa missionary. Involve
others in your work. Think about the possibilittes these churches even joining
you as you serve. Correspond with them on a redpalsis. Some of the members
from these churches may even have desires to beipants on volunteer mission
trips. Personalize missions!



-Path 16-

miracle of accepting the Truth-
Path Light: Read 1 Timothy 2

Key Passage:God wants everybody to be saved and come to kndw
Him. -1 Timothy 2:4

Sometimes Americans find themselves having a feeling of nostalgia whelivehim a foreign
country that has a McDonald’s. There are times when a family just needs a ganand
French- fries. However, in this incident | had a purely Russian experiencetnadé&olden
Arches” and praise God for it.

Our family attended a Russian Baptist Church on the south side of St. Petersburg this past
Sunday. We walked and traveled by metro train for about an hour for Buck to have the
opportunity to preach and for our family to worship with one of the four Russian Baptist Union
churches in a city populated with 4.7 million. Before the service a gentleman approached me
whom | assumed to be a believer and asked me to meet with him and his two daughters to help
with English as a second language. One of the daughters attends a university in Saint
Petersburg. She was having a written exam on Thursday of this week, and the father was
concerned for his daughter’s learning and asked me to dialog with her. We exchanged phone
numbers to set up a meeting time and place.

Two days later Buck talked with the father, and | met the family at McDonald’s on Wednesday.
Sitting down to eat, | noticed that they did not ask a blessing; therefore, | suggested that we pray
before we eat. | began to notice certain things that were indicators that possibly they were not
believers. After our prayer, we began introducing ourselves. This family is from Muayansk
oblast, one of the most northern regions of Russia located to the right of Finland by the White
Sea. The father is visiting the oldest daughter attending the university. The youngest daughter
will be coming to live in Saint Petersburg next year.

Immediately | remembered Buck casually saying, “Leslie, this may be a withepportunity

for you because the girls may not be saved.” | had the privilege for an hour before we started
speaking in English to give a gospel presentation in Russian. | finished by asking specific,
culturally based questions about beginning a personal relationship with God.

Then three miracles took place. The father, Anatolly, his elder daughter Anna, and his younger
daughter, DeAnna, prayed to begin a relationship with the Father on the top floor at a middle
table in McDonald’s. Wednesday, July 24, 2002, only twelve days before we leave the country
for stateside assignment, God allowed me to have the privilege to share with the people of this
area about Him and see three new children born into His family. Praise God people can find the
Old Rugged Cross anywhere, even under the Golden Arches that day.



-Path 17-

love

Path Light: Read 1 John 4

Key Passage:And we’ve known and believed God's love. Godod, and
if you live in love, you live in God and God in yod John 4:16

This was a lesson my 6-year-old, Amielle, blessgcheart with this week. My
older daughter, Ashlyn, was baptized recently,@advere discussing the topic.
Amielle said that she was not ready for baptismabee she was scared of the
water. However, she quickly informed me that shevkdesus was in her heart.
She said, “Mama, it is like this, | place my hangiomy heart and feel my heart
beat. It tells me that Jesus is there.” Then skedathe most interesting question:
“Mama, when my heart goes up and down, | think gestelling me that He loves
me. Is that right?”

Path Application:
Place your hand over your heart today and sensprelsence as you hear Him say,
“I love you!”



-Path 18-

His plans
Path Light: Read Amos 3-5

Key Passage:It’'s true that God won'’t do anything unless Heegalg it to His
servants the prophets. -Amos 3:7

Are we listening to His plans or are we more indexd in our agenda? Time after
time God had given the nation of Israel His plasmr{mands or blessings), and
time after time they refused to listen and thephles/ed by straying from the Lord.

Path Application:
In chapter 5 we read that the Lord calls for Hisgle to seek Him and live (Amos
5: 4b). How many times have we not listened to Gaedll? Let's make it our focus
this week to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reugal plans for our lives. Our
prayer is that we not continually walk in a directithat we have chosen. And,
each step that we take needs to be a step thaidisdgby Him.

Walk Farther:

1. What do you do to stop and listen to God?

2. Which scripture passages have been most mdahiogou in finding direction
for your life?

3. Has there ever been a time when you've knowat VW@od wants but didn’t do
it?



-Path 19-

the righteous
Path Light: Read Isaiah 57

Key Passage:The righteous are perishing, and no one thirtksng about it.
Good people are taken away, but nobody stops teidenthat good people are
taken so that they can be spared from the comimg Ewose who live righteous
lives will rest in peace in their beds. -Isaiahl5Z:

First thing this morning | asked God to please meépfeel at peace about many
things that are taking place worldwide. The pastdys | have felt as if | needed
to pray more. | felt as if there was something éks@ould be doing. Some of our
colleagues were killed this week. Why? What cao? Why have | not prayed
enough?

| shared this concern with a Christian acquaintaaimit two hours later, and she

encouraged me to read Isaiah 57:1-2. As | readdhses this burden was lifted.
Though | still grieve, my soul feels at peace.

Path Application:

As you read these verses, consider if your lifent®as righteous. If our
righteousness comes from God rather than from tmesewe can find
encouragement in knowing God is directing our p&thslis purposes.

Walk Farther:

1. Would you consider your life as “righteous”?

2. From what source do you have righteousness?

3. How does this passage help you to find paaéacing the future?



-Path 20-

seek His face

Path Light: Read Hosea 5

Key Passage:...when they are hurting, they will seek my facdyearHosea
5:15b

Israel was being judged in the book of Hosea. Sonestit was very hard to get
their attention (Hosea 5:1). We repeatedly reagtripture how God pleaded for
them to listen to His voice. We see many times bway failed to heed God’s
warnings and His commands. May we hear His voicenstHe wants our
attention! May we not fail to seek His face befiris too late!

Path Application:
Let’s pray that we will seek His face in all ared®ur lives. We do not want to
wait until it is too late or until we have so falleto a state of ultimate misery that
a rescue seems impossible.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you have a quiet time with God? When?

2. Describe a time when you feel like God wasgisirtircumstance to get your
attention.

3. How can you help someone who may have trouddeiing God's voice?



-Path 21-

run the race

Path Light: Read Hebrews 12

Key Passage:...let’s run the race ahead- Hebrew 12:1b

Everything that we do, we should do it well. Giveur best. Before getting to the
halfway point in the 5k that | marked out for mgudar run, | sometimes think that
| just cannot go any further. Then | pass the make a few deep breaths, control
my breathing, slow the pace down a little, and $oon the last leg of the course. |
continually have to remind myself that the raceassomething for me to fret over
but enjoy and live as | take each leap. Sometimesaurse has difficult points

that we really must focus on in order to maintain pace, and other times we have
moments for enjoying the scenery when the adremakiicks in”.

Our ministry “stretch” where we serve is often fagne. After living on the field
for a number of years, | have learned to enjoy éaah in the course set before
me. When | realize that each situation, each day,each moment is given by
God, | can put in perspective the awesome racd timate been given the
opportunity to endure.

Path Application:

Exercise to keep your stress level at a minimunphtgsically feel great, to
cognitively function sharper, to psychologicallyntxml emotions better, and to
spiritually be disciplined. Run your race with j@nthusiasm, and just LIVE as
you endure the goal set before you!

Walk Farther:
1. Find time this week to walk, jog or run. Asuyare going, think about what it
means to run the race in your spiritual life.
2. How is your spiritual journey like a race?
3. What is the prize for winning this race?



-Path 22-

serve him and believe in his promise

Path Light: Read John 12:20-35

Key Passage:If somebody wants to serve me, he has to folley iy

servant will be everywhere | go. If somebody wdatserve me, my Father will
bless him. -John 12:26

As His servants desiring to be fully used for Hidgmtial, we have to be
reminded in His teachings that we have been chiogétim only to bring glory to
His name. In everything we are doing, no matterrelvee are living, or what we
are experiencing, we need to constantly focus omgiog glory to His

name. Having given our lives to the Lord, we neecetnember that He is always
near us as we follow Him closely. The moment thatde not follow after Him
and look at our steps is the time when we losdaus and vision of Him and His
leading.

Many times while living in Bryansk and Saint Pebengy, Russia, | have
guestioned why certain things have happened. Armhatondered for

what purpose God allowed these things to take plEoen | am reminded time and
time again that | will not always understand. llimathat | cannot possibly grasp
His wisdom and decision in all matters. Everythmdpr His glory and only for
that reason should we serve and remember His peamidohn 12 "if any man
serve me, him will my Father honor.” | know tlsaime circumstances seem to
have no eternal purpose. They are sometimes sinaptyto comprehend. |
guestion how God can even use me or a situatioHifoglory. However, | know
the fact and trust in the Holy Sprit that one dayvll fully allow me to
comprehend through His eyes the meaning and purdassch leading/action.
Then, | will look back over the years and wondeywhould not see....

Path Application:
This week let us apply this prayer: May we focusroar promise, Father, that
we are honored as we serve You. May we follow Yead. May we bring glory to
His name!



-Path 23-

a city prepared for us
Path Light: Read Hebrews 11:9-15

Key Passage:By faith he traveled in the promised land, likegign soil,

living in tents... Because he looked for a city witlufidations built and made by
God... and confessed that they were foreigners oh.e&ir by saying this, they
are plainly declaring that they're looking for anet land. -Hebrews 11:9-10, 13b

Some of my missionary friends and | struggle wité tact that we do not have
homes of our own. Many of us have the desire tltauhouse, decorate it, and
work in our yards planting flowers. “Normal” people.

There have been times when | have tried to pinpoynmomentary restlessness
and wondered if having a permanent place wouldfyatny desires. Then | am
forced to look at realty and focus on my heavemsna which is all that matters.
We know that God is preparing a place for us. Whyvwe sometimes long for a
place to call home? Because within us is the désinet feel as aliens and

strangers. Within us is the desire to reside irncttyethat has been prepared for us-
our heavenly home.

Path Application:
This week focus on the heavenly city. Let us notklof the country that we have
left. Let us look for the better one.

Walk Farther:
1. How do you think the Israelites felt when thiegd in tents for so long?
2. How do you handle feelings of homesicknes®ngihg to be somewhere else?

3. Are there any foreigners in your town to whoooi zould be a blessing today?



-Path 24-
Attitudes of the heart
Path Light: Read Hebrews 4

Key Passage:God’s Word is alive and active. As sharp as ardwit cuts to

the very heart of our attitudes and thoughts, e@esretrating our soul and spirit.
- Hebrews 4:12

Many missionary friends, including me, sometimesgdle with our self-image.
We seem to be concerned about our physical appssgraar involvement in
missions compared to others, how the team memi@rsus, how family
members view or relate to us, what the nationakthbout us, etc. God’s Word
always encourages us to keep attitudes of the.heart

First of all, | want to ask a question: What ddeséan to be
psychologically/emotionally sure? Psychologicauaasce is a state of mind, and
we control our state of mind. We can perseverderrégardless of the way others
treat or regardless what others say about us. Waaadle any situation or
circumstance without any hesitation. We can benuptic. There are several
controllable factors for psychological and emotiassurance involving our
attitudes and desires.

Psychological assurance involves our attitudestudies are feelings and
emotions. The word “feel” can be dangerous if viegles emotion control our
behavior in life. We control our emotions/attituadeghey control us. We can
control what we think! We need to learn to balangeemotions with logic. Thus,
our actions in certain situations can be monit@med be seen as Christ-like ones.
And our attitude about ourselves will be positive.

How can we control our attitudes in order to gaia assurance we need
emotionally? The Bible can answer this questioruas we allow the Word of
God to consume our thoughts and lives because tnd M/sharp as a sword. It
cuts to the very heart of our attitudes and thogsighten penetrating our soul and
spirit.

Path Application:
Let us allow the Word to penetrate our thoughts and attitudes sodlatnsmonitor our
actions, attitudes, and desires. Over the next few weeks, lebluatl several controllable
factors and scriptures that will help us control what we think, do, and how we act.



-Path 25-

a positive attitude
Path Light: Read Numbers 13:25-30

Key Passage:And Caleb got everybody settled down in front addds, and

said, “Let’'s go now, and take over this land, bseawe’re capable of overcoming
it.” - Numbers 13:30

At the end of forty days the spies came back frapiaring the Promised Land.
They approached Moses, Aaron and the whole Iseaitnmunity. They brought
back some of the rich fruit and told that the lavas plentiful with milk and honey.
They also told of the powerful people that livedréh They knew that they would
have to face these powerful leaders. And Calebespol said, Let’s go now, and
take over this land, because we are capable tcower it.

Path Application: We can certainly do anything, forbear anythind an

accomplish anything because God is with us. Hages#ime positive attitude as
Caleb. Seek God'’s will on all matters, and He Wwdlp you be victorious.

Walk Farther:

1. When you are faced with a seemingly impossliieation, do you find yourself
being more negative or positive?

2. Who is the most positive person you know? \Whyou think they are that
way?

3. What do you think you could do to add a mordlg@ositive attitude to your
life?



-Path 26-

looking for the good in others

Path Light: Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27

Key Passage:Saul and Jonathan were good men throughout f8amuel
1:23a

In these scriptures David expresses his grieferdgath of Saul and Jonathan.
David could have listed the reasons to hate Satihé did not. He listed the
things that he loved and admired in King Saul. K$awl did many things to David
that were uncalled for; however, David teache®usue even those who hate us,
despise us or do things to us that are not right.

Path Application:

Make a list of the good qualities in those youan@und daily (i.e. spouse, team
worker, fellow missionary, children, etc.).
Love everyone as David did regardless how youraeded.

Walk Farther:

1. Who could you call “pleasant” in your life?

2. |Is there someone you might be harboring bigelings toward right now?

3. Who has loved you the most, even when you havéeen the most lovable?



-Path 27-

have a cheerful heart

Path Light: Read Proverbs 15

Key Passage:Everyday has its evil, but a cheerful heart eeg¢atgthings
continually. -Proverbs 15:15

No matter what happens or what situation we areviih, a cheerful heart we can
always have joy. The Bible says our hearts can feagentinual feast.” Isn'’t it
wonderful to have a delicious dinner with all ydavorite foods, friends, and
family? Our hearts and minds can have the sammdmsedbf happiness and joy
daily with Christ. Therefore, we do not have todepressed, lost, wretched or
oppressed. A person can pull himself out of a sthteepression by turning to God.
Allow the Lord to give you this cheerful heart.

Path Application:
Depend on Christ this week for your joy. No mattew gloomy things may seem
in our physical world, spiritually we can see tliedst” that it set before us. Many
times we serve friends in our homes, whether theyther missionaries,
nationals, or neighbors, and we do our best to dmspitality and to make their
stay pleasing. Jesus has already adorned ous taiite beautiful decor and
delicious foods. Eat and enjoy! Your heart willdyeserful.

Walk Farther:

1. What is your favorite food? How does a chedrdrt compare to enjoying
good food?

2. What has been the best memory you have ofsa dedamily dinner?

3. When is the last time you thanked someonedirsg you a meal?



-Path 28-

blessed are...
Path Light: Read Matthew 5:1-12

Key Passage:When Jesus saw the crowd, he went to a mourdgpinWhen
he sat down, his disciples came. And he startégiich them. -Matthew 5:1-2

Path Application: Have attitudes that reflect Christ’s. Jesus gha® the

famous Sermon on the Mount. These are known haBdhstudes. Read through

verses 1-12 and pray to the Father to help you trease same attitudes from
Jesus’ sermon.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you mourn for your people?

2. Do you yearn for righteousness?

3. Are you known as one who makes peace?
4. Do you have a heart of compassion?

5. Are you humble?

6. Do you want to see God?



-Path 29-

have a new attitude

Path Light: Read Ephesians 4:20-5:1

Key Passage:And get a new attitude in your mind. -Ephesiang84:2

Remember we think differently now because we ntyt bave new bodies but also
new minds. When we have totally given our live€twist, we are no longer the
same people. We are seen as holy and righteobs iRather’s eyes. The Father
sees Jesus in us. We now can think like Christ.n@®nger think or act the way
we used to act. The Holy Spirit guides us as wkenacisions. He will help us
have a good attitude. Look back over the past fewks and reevaluate your
attitudes. Are they attitudes that reflect Christ§e can control our attitude. As
you read through this passage in Ephesians, phgasinGod to help you never
grieve the Holy Spirit.

Path Application- Sample Prayer:
May our neighbors, friends, colleagues, and farsdg us as people not ruled by
anger or rage. May we not have any slanderous wigals out of our mouths. We
pray, God, this week that we do not say anythirtgutinful about anyone. May we
have words that encourage and uplift. Please stiemgus. May we be kind,
compassionate, and forgive as You did. May wefbiéotvers of God.”
(Ephesians 5:1 KJV)

Walk Farther:

1. How would your life be different if you livedylihe principle “what would
Jesus think”?

2. Have you grieved the Holy Spirit in your thougfe?

3. Do you feel like a new creation in your atties@



-Path 30-

have the same attitude as Christ

Path Light: Read Philippians 2

Key Passage: Jesus, who is God, didn’'t hang on to his righis ifmade

himself a servant with no status and took on a mubwy. And with that human
body, he humbled himself and was crucified outlw#dience. -Philippians 2:6-8

Christ was a servant to sinners in that He becamarg and that man died for our
sins. He humbled Himself and was obedient todhik

Path Application:

We should take on Christ’s attitude as we serversttvithwilling hearts. By these
actions we are showing obedience to the Fathershtfld carry our “cross”
obediently and with a positive will. Everyone’s ssas not the same. We are all
called to serve and love God in different ways.nded to seek God’s will for our
lives and never compare ourselves to others. Cargdy to Christ. Let us strive
to be like Him because He is our perfect example.

Walk Farther:

1. How has God asked you to obey Him?

2. How would you rate your level of servanthood?

3. What does it mean to you to “carry the cross™?



-Path 31-

an attitude to live for God
Path Light: Read 1 Peter 4

Key Passage:Because Jesus suffered physically for us, pahersame kind

of attitude. Because whoever has suffered phygibak quit sinning; he doesn't
spend the rest of his physical life given overitdu desires but given over to
God’s will. -1 Peter 4:1-2

We do not live our lives anymore for our own desiM/e live to fulfill God’s
desire. We may have to suffer as Christ did ondhrsh. But we are “done with
sin!” Sin no longer holds us as prisoners. Becausdime on earth is so short, we
can take every opportunity to make a differencéhélives of others. Our time
with God is eternity. One day the earth will betd®ged, and our chances for
impacting others will cease. It is a privilege tdfer for Christ. He suffered more
than we ever will. Don’t you love Him that muchdoffer with Him?

Path Application: Maybe things in life right now are difficult fooy.

Possibly you are being persecuted for taking adstanChrist in your city. While
the people around you are satisfying their flesldgires, you don't have to be
controlled by human desires. For example, everyavba the streets in Saint
Petersburg, Russia, in the stores, and in the gowartal buildings, a person can
buy or see pornography that enflames their lusipfeare smoking and drinking
at young ages in order to “fit in” or forget abdlé “real” world. Unlawful acts are
being committed for power. Continue to take a stagainst these things. Never
compromise the Truth. We must remember what Cdiustor us. He loved us so
much that He died for us. The least that we cais tlee for Him! Live in order to
fulfill His desires. When we allow our perspectme life to focus on Christ, we no
longer view our time on earth to be one of suffg@md pain. It becomes a life of
willingness, obedience, and service. Life is jogdugse we can serve Him. Itis a
privilege! We “can do all things through Christ’dagise He gives us the strength
to live. (Philippians 4:13 KJV)

Walk Farther:

1. Are you willing to suffer for Christ’s sake?
2. Do you love Him enough to do whatever He asks?



-Path 32-

desire to gain wisdom
Path Light: Read Genesis 3:1-7 and James 1

Key Passages:And when the woman saw that the tree’s fruit ksbkeautiful

and delicious, and that it was a tree that woullderteer wise, she took a piece of
fruit, ate it, and then gave some to her husbarehtas well. -Genesis 3:6

Anyone of you who doesn’t have wisdom can ask Godtfand it will be given.
God abundantly gives to everyone and doesn't hatdklb- James 1:5

Eve saw the fruit of the tree and desired wisdove'€desire to want wisdom was
not the sin. She disobeyed God by eating fromrgeethat was in the middle of
the garden.

God actually encourages us to gain wisdom. Jamssihis in his letter. If we
lack wisdom, we should just ask God for it. We ddoot try to obtain it on our

own as Eve chose to do. If we seek God's will asthings, He will generously
grant us our desires.

Path Application:
Begin praying this week and ask the Lord to give wasdom.

Walk Farther:

1. Has there ever been a time when you reallyegeedme wisdom?

2. What do you think is the difference betweenwislom that God gives and
human understanding?

3. For what do you need wisdom right now?



-Path 33-

desire good things

Path Light: Read Psalm 103

Key Passage:He satisfies your mouth with good things, so tr@tr youth is
refreshed like the eagle’s... Psalm 103:5

If we allow God to be in full control of our livesie will experience His great love
toward us. He desires for us to have good thi@gsl created the Garden of Eden
for Adam and Eve to enjoy. All of God’s creatiorgisod. The next time you

receive or experience a good thing, give God tkditfor it. Remember he
desired it for you anyway.

Path Application:
Thank the Lord this week for your many blessings!

Walk Farther:
1. If you could have anything you wanted in lifdyat would it be?
2. Does what you want ever conflict with what Goigiht want?
3. When is the last time you received somethingngally wanted?

4. When is the last time you thanked God for a$ifey you received?



-Path 34-

desire unfailing love

Path Light: Read Proverbs 19

Key Passage:What a person really wants is loving kindness. vErios 19:22

Our desire is to receive and share true love. Uditional love is rarely shown
today. This type of love has no boundaries. If weegatient with others and show
love regardless of how we are treated, we will beginotice a change in people’s
reactions toward us.

There are some days when | just don'’t feel very.Wwehay have a tendency to be
rather sharp or blunt with my words or actions. &dtess of my actions, my
husband has shown love and kindness over the pgar@ming my spirit on these
bad days. His kindness, his unconditional love uhnigiling love has been a great
example for me. Because of his witness | have chtisdo the same towards
others. The world would be a better place to livéd we could make an impact on
just one person. On any given day when someone [i@ah or is upset it only
takes a few kind words to change his/her negativteide and turn it positive.

Path Application:

Jesus loves us unconditionally. As we focus orldhe that Jesus shares with us,
may we always give more than we receive. This vibiglk of others before
thinking of yourself. Give this week your time, Wwasr monetary gifts. Give
willingly.

Walk Farther:
1. Who would you say you love unconditionally?
2. Do you have someone who loves you unconditighal

3. Why do you think love is such a strong desireur lives?



-Path 35-

desire mercy
Path Light: Read Hosea 6 and Matthew 9: 9-13

Key Passage: Try to understand what it means that “I will hawercy and

not sacrifice.” Because | came to call sinful pegplot righteous, to turn to me.
-Matthew 9:13quotations KJV

We desire God’s mercy. Because of the mercy angpassion he shows us, we
know that He loves us and wants us to know Himgreaby. God had pity on us;
therefore, He sent His only Son, Jesus to diegor u

Also in Hosea God spoke to the Israelites concgrtheir form of worship, and
God said, For | desire mercy and not sacrifice; lemmvledge of God more than
ritual offerings (Hosea 6:6). In Matthew Jesusnefe these same words of God,
“have mercy.”

Path Application: God wants our hearts to be given to Him more tHan

wants what we bring to Him. He wants us to firdkramvledge Him as the one and
only God. A person may do many things in God’s nam& may never know Him.
Sometimes we do things in God’s name only to saasf desire for recognition.
Accept His love and forgiveness. Acknowledge HinYasr Savior. Daily through
the reading of His Word and prayer seek to learatwie wants.

Let’'s show mercy, love, and kindness to everyaéesus showed. One example
of Jesus’ concern for all people is in this passalgen Jesus was eating dinner at
Matthew’s house with many sinners. When the Phasisgiestioned Jesus about
his eating with “sinners,” Jesus mentions that Bl@e& to save those that were lost.
We can in no way segregate ourselves from ceryaiestof people. We cannot
place people in categories. Jesus died for us\Vallare all sinners until we accept
Christ as our personal Lord and Savior. This weekhallenged to identify in
some way with ALL people. Do not just find yoursetffcompassed by believers.
Look for the lost in your city. Show them mercy arminpassion as Jesus did at
Matthew'’s table.

(continued on next page)



(continued)

Eat with the lost. Jesus wants every person tewein Him. He died for sinners.
Give your whole heart and life to him, and do natdfor yourself a comfortable
zone around you that excludes certain types oflpdmxrause of race, culture,
lifestyle, or habits.

Walk Farther:
1. Do you know God personally? Do you have a gfidesire to know Him
better?

2. What do you need to do in order to know thed?dWhat do you need to do in
order to know Him better and know His desires?

3. How can we share Jesus with the lost if wenatearound them? How can we
tell others about Jesus if we spend all of our timly with believers?



-Path 36-

desire to live by the Spirit
Path Light: Read Romans 8 & 13 and Galatians 5:187

Key PassagesBecause physical bodies care about physical things,
spiritual people care about spiritual things. - Ros8:5

Dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and dalfow opportunities for
physical lust. -Romans 13:14

So I tell you to walk spiritually, and you won’tvg in to physical desires. Because
the body’s desires are in opposition to the SpiriiThey are on opposing sides, so
you can'’t just do what you might feel like doinGalatians 5:16-17

A person who does not choose Christ nor followswdss is living according to
the desires of the flesh. When we are follower€lwfist, when we are seeking His
desires, we live according to what the Spirit od®aants. We need to realize that
the Holy Spirit is a Person and view Him as sulchJohn 16 Jesus instructs us
about the Holy Spirit, “I will send Him unto yourerse 7 KJV) Jesus sent the
Counselor to guide us each day. Remember Hewiteg us (John 14:17). He
teaches us these desires as we study and meditalis ¥Vord. The Holy Spirit not
only convicts us of our sin, but also He guidesoustay strong as we fight
temptation.

Path Application: Be in constant prayer this week, and ask the togive

you the desire to live by the Spirit. Always checdkr ways against those of God'’s
Word. Set your mind on the ways of the Lord.

Walk Farther:

1. What would you classify as your strongest ptglsilesires? Are any of them
sinful?

2. How do you walk in the Spirit, or walk spiritly®

3. How has the Holy Spirit been a friend and gualgou in the recent past?



-Path 37-

desire the greater gifts
Path Light: Read 1 Corinthians 12-14

Key Passage:But sincerely desire the greatest gifts...1 Corimtbia2:31

When you believed that Christ died for your sind ancepted Him as your Lord,
you became a part of the body of Christ. The Boaly many parts. The church
(body of Christ) makes up these various parts.hEBaember is given a specific
function(s). The Bible speaks of many gifts. Berit appoints some to be
apostles, prophets, and teachers. Others He thgeasft of healing, helping,
directing (steering), the gift of speaking in toeguand interpreting. Not
everybody is an apostle, prophet, or teacher. fin@wans 12: 29-30) Therefore,
we understand that it is very important that wedallbur unique part. We NEED
each other to survive. We NEED each other to vwoglether to accomplish God'’s
purpose and will.

Path Application:

This week encourage team members (whether thayatianals or fellow
American missionaries) or fellow disciples. Tékm how you appreciate their
gifts and what an asset they are to the team. ciNogdy analyze your skills and
point out to others how they complement you andsei them that the end goal
Is to accomplish God’'s work TOGETHER.

Walk Farther:

1. Who are others you would identify as fellowoijges?
2. What spiritual gifts would you consider to be greatest?

3. What skills do you have that can be used tp tid church grow?



-Path 38-

desire to do the will of God in such a time as this

Path Light: Read 1 John 2, Esther 4 and Psalm 16-8

Key Passages/And the world with its desires are fading away, Wwhoever
does God'’s will lives forever. -1 John 2:17

...And who knows if in fact you might have come to kiegdom for such a time
as this? -Esther 4:14

| will praise the Lord who counsels me. The colstide puts on me guide me
through the night. | have put the Lord first alwaiBecause He is at my right
hand, | won'’t be shaken. -Psalm 16:7-8

Some people we encounter think it is difficult to seek God’s will. Sometimesvieshard for
us at times to KNOW God'’s will. Some people fear God so that they fail to ask ftaddiag.
Sometimes we get so involved in our ministries and daily routines that we faetth&atime to
ask for this leadership or maybe we do not take the time to listen. In Psalm 16: Bi8|ehe
says to give God all the glory and honor because He teaches and guides you evgounieibt.
God is with us always. He is as close as our right hand. Let us keep our desines oHyi
then do we need to fear? How can we lose our way?

When we desire to do the will of God, He will direct us and answer our prayers accorHiisg t
will. Sometimes we are stubborn and want to do things our way; but if we listen|l\weawi

His leading. When Paul and his companions were on their journeys, the Holy Spirédiirect
them every step. At times the Holy Spirit did not allow them to enter a place. We do not know
why He chooses to block our way at times. It is not for us to question the Spirit. He keeps us
from great danger that we are unable to see or maybe a task that waldeaahandle.

God works through you to accomplish His will at “such a time as this” (Esther 4:1% K

took a young Jewish woman and placed her in a position as queen of Persia. She was an
instrument that God used to save His people. You are also very important to God, and He will
allow you to be an instrument also for His work. You are special to Him. He gboséesire

to be close to God and sense His leadership. God will accomplish His will through“goahat

a time as this”.

Prayer on the Path:

Dear Lord, | pray that | willisten and that | willhear whatYou desire. Please use
me at such a time as this.



-Path 39-

desire righteousness, faith, love and peace
Path Light: Read 2 Timothy 2

Key Passage:Run away from youthful desires. But run aftehtepusness,

faith, love, and peace with those who call uponLibel out of purity. - 2 Timothy
2:22

If we are seeking the Lord’s will, we can be mads/land be useful to Him. We
must first flee from the desires of our early waidesire righteousness, faith, love,
and peace. We must then be kind to everyone. Timathy 2, the following

verses speak about the actions and desires wehiamnest

Path Application:

Do not argue or quarrel with others especially wi@mn know that the discussions
are foolish ones. Do not be resentful, but tedblbrs with a loving spirit. Realize
that in His own timing God will work to instructlwrs to a saving knowledge of
the truth. You are an instrument of prayer andx@mple. Pray that others will
come to the Lord and recover from the trap of th@ld2 Timothy 2:26). The

devil has enslaved them to do his work. By obsgryiour life and your example
of righteousness, faith, love, and peace, othdidwiled to desire the same.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you find it easy or difficult to live a riggous life? Why?

2. What youthful desires do you still have to flee

3. What are some ways you could follow faith, lewel peace this week?



-Path 40-

| just be faithful

Path Light: Read Luke 16: 1-13

Key Passage:Whoever is trustworthy in little things can bedted with big

ones...-Luke 16:10a

The past few weeks | have been struggling withdigsre to see more
people come to the Lord. Maybe this desire hastehewhat like a burden. |
look around at the mass of people in St. PeterslRugsia, that do not have a
personal relationship with the Lord. The averagespn on the street would
answer positively if asked the question: Do youdwel in Jesus? Their response
would be, "Of course, | 'believe' in God".

We live on a block that houses about 10,000 paogiegh-rise type
apartments. | look out of my kitchen window anstjwonder about the many
families that live in the windows across, above] balow me. The burden for lost
souls becomes so heavy. | often ask Lord, "What ¢k about this lostness,
when | am so small, Lord?" | walk the streets s@e the drunkenness. | see men
and women sleeping off the alcohol while the cuatvas as their pillow. | see
black eyes and punctured faces on public transjpmmtd hear the stories of
volunteers that come to give love to orphan chiidresee children in gangs that
meet right outside my home. My children have ewatked over spilt blood
where no body was left to be seen. We watch astgtids do manual labor for a
"boss" down the street, who knows their every méwdten think, "If they only
knew You, Lord."

The burden is too great to carry! As | have bemririg a home Bible study
with one lost friend the past few weeks, the HghyriBlightened this burden |
have been trying to carry alone. If | remain faithn the small ways, He will
allow me to be faithful in much. My friend beganedationship with the Lord this
week. Last night, God brought me to this scriptageain as | read the parable of
wise management. Just be faithful with the one.trBsted with very little. The
one. The little. He will be faithful with the mass Because of your faithfulness
with the little, the one, you are faithful in yoservice for Me, and | will bring the
masses of St. Pete through the one. You ARE tdithfmuch when you first obey
and do the little!

Path Application: Tell the one.



-Path 41-

praise the Lord

Path Light: Read Psalm 113

Key Passage:From dawn to dusk, the Lord’s name should bespthi- Ps.
113:3

In the winter in St. Petersburg, Russia, we have Mtle sunshine during the day.
Sometimes the sun doesn’t rise until about 10:30QAM. Then it goes down
about 4:00-4:30PM. Just the opposite is true me;Jwe have mostly sunlight.

Around the third week of June we have about 24 i0tisunlight. As | look
across the sky whether there is total or littleligim | remember the verse above.

Path Application:

Praise the Lord all week long! Take a walk outsattse one day early in the
morning and praise the Lord as the sun rises ayriiygHis name.

Walk Farther:

1. What time of day do you find it easiest to hawgiet time with the Lord?

2. How could you incorporate praising the Loraiet/ery activity of your day?

3. How can the sunshine symbolize your relatignghth Christ?



-Path 42-

nurturing
Path Light: Read Isaiah 55

Key Passage:In the same way that the rain falls, like snowrfroeaven, and

doesn’t go up without watering the earth and makipgoduce growth to provide
seeds for the farmer and bread for the table, mgdWall also go from my mouth.
It won'’t return to me without accomplishing whawant, and it will meet with
success wherever | send it. -Isaiah 55:10-11

During the nurturing process of winter, | watch avait in order to see what the
land will produce in the spring. Through the lomigiter months, | look out my
bedroom window and see a beautiful blanket of scovering the ground.
Contemplating the process of nature, | patientlit teasee what is to be revealed
in the next season as the ground is being nourigshddrneath the snow. Autumn
left many, fallen leaves to die and decay. As wifaees, the snow and leaves
become water and nutrients replenishing the soil.

The same can be compared to our spiritual livest as the process of nature
continues and the various seasons appear, so doeas/seasons of our lives.
With much prayer and meditation, God’s Word carvygte the nutrition we need
as the Word infiltrates our lives. During momeot®ur missionary journeys, we
may feel drained and stripped of everything. Batd& Word replenishes our soul
as the leaves do the soil. God makes us readyrapadned to work in the harvest
fields.

Path Application: Let us pray that when people see our lives that ske

purified and cleansed fields as white as snow lmcatiJesus. Pray for your field
of service no matter the stage of harvest. Stalyar\Word so that you stay in
season.

Walk Farther:
1. How often do you spend time in God’s Word? Humwld you deepen that
time?
2. How could you compare your own spiritual litertature’s seasons?
3. What are some ways you could be an encouraggmsaomeone experiencing
winter in their spiritual walk?



-Path 43-

why doubt?
Path Light: Read Matthew 14:22-32

Key Passage:And when Peter got out of the boat, he walkeavater to get
to Jesus. But when he felt the wild winds, he se@med... Matthew 14:29b-30a

When first preparing to come to the field, volumgeand new missionary personnel
seem to excessively worry. Missionaries in RusaigeHearned over the years to
come expecting nothing, anticipating nothing, amst gnjoying life with what God
provides. God will amply provide all your needs ol family’s case, God has
truly provided above what we need. Life in Rugsia be difficult if we look at it
through our own eyes, but through God’s eyesvery simple.

Sometimes the language barrier worries us. No mattat country we live in,
including the various regions of the United States.can learn the language of the
people's heart as well as their words. Most peipleussia will respect you and
gain from your experiences, because they can resllwhen a person has come to
serve. Especially while a missionary or voluntsanithe beginning stages of his
missionary service, he needs to build on this fatiod. When a missionary is in
the middle of transition and times are tough, s to notice the storms around
her. The waves and wind seem so huge, strong ngpassable. At this point we
think that we cannot make it through the storm @J@and we almost seem to
drown. The uncertainties overwhelm us; however,ig eyes are focused on
Jesus and remember that He is always with us, Mlettiv@ugh the storm in peace.

Peter was walking toward Jesus with no problems lnatbecame afraid. He
began to sink. Then he criétiord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his
hand and held hinfO thou of little faith,” He responded. Then Jesus asked,
“Wherefore didst thou doubt? (Matthew 14:30-31 KJV) Notice the word the
Lord uses. Not only did Jesus want Peter to know hdoubted, but also He
wanted Peter to recognize at what point he doubdteithe moment we doubt we
begin to fall or lose balance. Think back to tmeets when you have doubted. Did
you notice a change in your life for the worse? {@d notice that you did not care
(continued on next page)



(continued)
to accomplish much or thought that you could nokenaanymore? How was
your relationship with the Lord? Are you doubtiglay or are your eyes on the
Lord as you go? Do you daily desire to read Hisd\arjust read the Word at your
convenience?

Path Application:

As you pick up the Bible, do so with desiring amtation to discover the Lord.
Desire to know Him. Keep Jesus in close sight. Bioatiow the circumstances
around you to depict your state of being or cause faith to diminish. Situations
or events are not the rulers of your life. JesuBlesis your Savior.

Walk Father:

1. When have you found yourself facing the mostixd

2. Think of a time when God’s Word has helped $foough a time of doubt.
How did it come about?

3. Who has been the person who has encourageithgenost when you face
periods of doubt?



-Path 44-

while going, notice others, and have compassion on them
Path Light: Read Luke 10:25-37

Key Passage:On his journey, one Samarian came upon the nmathywhen
he saw him, he felt compassion for him. -Luke 10:33

As we reread the well-known parable from Luke, waymotice new words and
phrases. An expert in the law was testing Jestlasrpassage. Even after Jesus
had answered his question, he posed another tfy jost asking the first. At this
point Jesus speaks the parable of the Good Samakifariest and a Levite walked
by and saw the injured man. We are told that a 8tanavalked by and not only
saw the man but also had compassion on him.

How often do we walk by others who are injured,fasad, helpless, lonely, sad or
lost? We “see” them, but we really are not LOOKINIGsely to notice their hurts.
Maybe sometimes we see them but do not know hdvelfm \We need to think
outside our normal ways of functioning and relytio@ Holy Spirit to guide us as
He teaches and gives us the skills we need at thoss.

In my life there are times that | need to pausetartdtally think through certain
situations. It is as if | need to take a momerfotget the traditions and learned
patterns/ways that are present in my life in otdesiew the new situation from a
fresh perspective. We need not to forget what threl lhas taught us in the past,
and we need not judge situations with closed minds.

Path Application:
Look, notice, and have compassion as the Holy {9pads you to act.

Walk Farther:
1. Do you find it difficult to have compassion foeople of different races or
ethnic groups than your own?
2. With what traditions or thoughts about differeacces have you grown up?



-Path 45-

| am not ashamed of the gospel- part 1

Path Light: Read Romans 1

Key Passage:l am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, becaus&od’s
power for salvation to all believers. Romans 1:16a

In a country where many things once were kept anetethe truth can now be
shared freely. As | traveled about an hour andfrath my home the other day to
share the Gospel with a new friend, | was amazed again how some people
have never heard how to receive the free gift efret life.

Irina and | started our day viewing the palace ailR, son of Peter the Great,
walking through a park, and having tea at a cadé tike entire day, | quietly
thanked God for even being given the opportunityitoess. Many people were
praying for this day, and the Holy Spirit was waidgiin the life of Irina. The Holy
Spirit was also speaking to my heart the whole tifdays and opportunities like
these are not only for those who need to hear abbust but also are given to us
for maturing in our relationship with Him. Opportties to witness are given so
that we can share the “secret” that we have bdeigged to have heard. We do
not need to be ashamed of the Gospel. This semestribt need to be kept silent
but needs to be shared with all.

We spoke of times when the pages of the Bible yestetorn and passed out in
Russia. Today the Bible can be read. | asked hat sle thought about this
change. She mentioned that this was now a goodyehéut to many it is strange
for someone to just pick up the Bible and startlis@it. My response was that we
need not be ashamed, just read.

| know that this time to share Jesus with my frisndreely was possible because

of prayer. The day was bathed in prayer. Theresuak an open door to speak

that day. This freedom was evident even as | asBkedwo critical questions

concerning her salvation. “If you were to die adem death, Irina, where would

you spend eternity? If you were standing before &udi He were to ask you, why
(continued on next page)



(continued)

should I let you come and live in Heaven with maatwvould you say?” Her
responses were, “| don’t know.”

| immediately responded that | am so glad thanlla@gow and that | know the
answer to these questions. “You can know wherewjihloe after death. You can
know where you will live for eternity”. Irina leadg¢oward me and whispered,
“Leslie, is it a secret?” | almost cried, and Iked at her and said, “NO, it is no
secret, and yes, | will tell you the answer!”

A great secret had been told to us. Now we mustiypell this secret, the Gospel,

to others. However, no matter where we are, or wieaére doing, we must be in a
state of prayer to look for these opportunitiesglthe way.

Path Application:

The good news of Jesus Christ cannot stay a secret.

Walk Farther:

1. How often do you share the good news of JebuistGvith people?

2. Who do you know that is someone who really sg¢edear this good news?

3. Would you be willing to pray for this person amonsistent basis until he/she
receives Christ?



-Path 46-

| am not ashamed of the gospel- part 2

Path Light: Read Romans 1

Key Passage:l am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, becaus&od's
power for salvation to all believers. Romans 1:16a

Traveling home on the bus after that wonderful idaye park, | reflected upon
what God had taught me and was thankful as | cduh& many blessings in my
life. | looked out the window of a small crowdedstand saw the most beautiful
rainbow | have ever seen in Russia. | began tpl ¢nyew that God was showing
me a sign of one of His promises. | almost pundhednan sitting next to me to
tell him to look out the window at one of God’s $8engs, but in some countries a
person doesn’t punch someone on a bus to speh&ra We just punch people to
get out of the way.

| felt I needed to talk to this man, but I did kobw what to say. | sat frustrated at
this point in silence. Today had gone so well | weesdy to tell my “secret” some
more. There was only silence. Then | heard an imoee from the Lord say, “Pull
out your Bible now!” | struggled a second with tid¢a on public transportation
because | would then be labeled a fanatic or mewibicult. However, | silently
sighed and pulled out my Russian Bible. | turneddbn 1 where the Word could
be revealed.

| was about at the end of the chapter, and | kimawvie was reading along with
me. He soon leaned over and asked if | was a lezlidMy response was
affirmative. Now | started getting excited agaimfartunately his next questions
threw me. | was ready to give the Gospel at oncsvéver, he asked in a stern
manly voice, “Tell me, does the Bible say the husbig Lord over the wife?” |
thought | was having trouble with the language anderstanding his question. |
made him repeat it to me. | was thinking surelyi$ieot asking me this deep
guestion, and now | have to answer it in Russiagll,Wmade him repeat it again
the third time. Being the submissive wife that I, dmnswered how | should have,
“Yes, the Bible does say that, and it also saysdiman is to love his wife as
Christ loves the church.

(Continued on next page)



(continued)

Here | will show you these passages.” | smiled yseif as God did allow me to
witness to this man, Nikolai. | was able to shari Wwim the Gospel as well.
Thank you, God that You gave a child of Yours aeothpportunity to tell a secret.
As His children may we first pray, be ready todisiand obey, and just tell our
secret unashamedly.

Path Application:

The good news of Jesus Christ cannot remain atsecre

Walk Farther:

1. How often do you share the good news of JebuistGvith people?

2. Who do you know that is someone who really se¢edear this good news?

3. Would you be willing to pray for this person amonsistent basis until he/she
receives Christ?



-Path 47-

listen, islands and nations...
Path Light: Read Isaiah 48:17; 49:1-6

Key Passage:listen to me, o islands; and pay attention, ytiadit nations.
-Isaiah 49:1a

We may see God’s beautiful creation everyday. W liwa in places that we call
home. We may work with people that we love. We itnayel many roads though
only once. We may look through our apartment winslaw if for the last time and
realize we are finally beginning to understand mmew culture. We may laugh and
cry with our brothers and sisters. We may be cotabbe. We may feel welcome in
our new land. But then one day comes and becduméside circumstances, we
are not sure about where we will be tomorrow.

Looking into God’s Word, we can be comforted by Miessage to us. The Lord
says that we are His servants. The Lord knew usréaeve were born. He called
us by name. He gives us the words to speak. Ordsaand thoughts are not
Important; it is His words that matter. We rememtbett He keeps us in the palms
of His hands and protects us. He perfects us akésnas useful for His work.
God wants to display His splendor through us.

However, sometimes we feel as if we have workeahéopurpose. Sometimes we
guestion our worth. We may ask God, “Have we laldon vain for nothing here?”
Then we are reminded from His word what is givengas in the Lord’s hands.
Our reward comes from Him. And our greatest rewsualr relationship with
Him. Our reward is with our God!

The Lord wants us to be satisfied with the fact i are given the privilege to be
His servants. We are to be lights to the Genélesto encourage and disciple His
children. No matter where we are, where we calléoon what our positions are,
He will allow us to bring salvation to the eartimatagh our witness (Isaiah 49:1-6).
This means no matter where we are in this world'avéenot tied to things, places
or one group of people. We are on a mission.

(continued on next page)



(continued)

Maybe certain circumstances happen so that we mighire spiritually and begin
to see with God'’s eyes the plan for our missiomndt focus on the uncertainties
that life brings but see the vision that the Loadl fior us in the beginning. We are
to be lights to the Gentiles so that we can brimgddlvation to the world! And
while we are being His servant, we can remembémibaave security, we have
stability, and we need not worry about where wé beltomorrow. The Lord says:
“thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; | am thed_thtyy God which teacheth thee
to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that tlsbouldest go.” (Isaiah 48:17
KJV)

Path Application:

You are on a mission with a message. You are siomary no matter what
geographic location you have been called.

Walk Farther:

1. Do you feel like a servant of God?

2. Describe a time when you really felt the segu@bd gives.

3. In what way could you trust God more to reaebgbe for Christ?



-Path 48-

believing faith
Path Light: Read Mark 11

Key Passage:Because I'm telling you that whoever would saytig t

mountain, “Go away and be thrown into the seafigifdoesn’t doubt but believes
that it will happen, he will have what he asks. | &l you, whatever you desire in
prayer, believe that you will get it, and you willve it. Mark 11:23-24

This scripture has been brought to my attentioauple of times this week. Some
ladies and I, who meet weekly for a Bible studyrev@iscussing this text about
believing faith. | am convinced more every day#libe power of prayer, not
only in its power but also in its proving of ourtfka Our faith is strengthened
when we believe whatever we ask for will be oufse §tronger we believe, the
more our faith is revealed as solid.

Many times | grow impatient and anxious for a spedciesire that | have for

serving the Lord to be fulfilled. The past few ygahave taken these desires to the
Lord and waited for an answer, though sometimestraptly. Within this past
month, | have begun to see how the Lord is answemny deepest desires. He
reminded me once again of this scripture abouebgliprayer. Prayer is

powerful! Prayer is also proof of our faith. Gooles not have to prove anything

to us, because He already is the great | am. Hewveur faith is tested at times.
We must stand firm in Him.

Path Application:
Decide today to be a person of prayer. Do youydmdlieve that God will answer
your prayers? Do you really believe that that maitmecan be thrown into the sea?
Do not doubt. Believe!

Walk Farther:
1. How much do you pray? How much could you pr&yRat’s the difference?
2. Do you really believe that a literal mountagultl be moved through prayer?
Why or why not?



-Path 49-

loneliness
Path Light: Read Philippians 4

Key Passage:My God will supply everything you need by Jesisi§t from
His riches in heaven. -Philippians 4:19

When the conditions outside were extremely hargpémple to travel in Bryansk,
Russia, the children and | stayed inside quitenofi@ the oblast (surrounding)
cities, there are places that only can be travejeldorse, because the roads are
impassable. We did not even have sidewalks inyméaces to take a nice stroll.

| guess | had gotten used to the area. Howeweestof loneliness stemmed from
circumstances like these. It is at these timesviieamust overcome these feelings
of loneliness by relating to the Father even more.

After being on the field for some time, missionarsgem to battle with a strong
desire to feel accepted by their new culture aruplge We want to be a part of the
society in which we live and serve. | remembetigitly these feelings after being
on the field for about two years.

Bryansk is referred to as one of the swampiestsaséRussia. | felt as if | were
living alone and surviving with minimal suppliegvhen | looked in all directions,
| saw no civilization. God allowed me to experiertitkose wonderful yet difficult
years. | needed to learn to rely on His compatign&hen others were
unavailable to fulfill my needs.

Many missionaries experience these periods anohfsedf loneliness. In
Philippians 4:19 Paul reminds us that “God will glypall my needs....”

Now three years later we are living in Saint Péterg, Russia. | remember those
times that were difficult, and | can rejoice in kving that God supplied all our
needs. He still does today. During those montlasyaars, | depended only on the
Lord for strength to survive. It was very challerggand my relationship with the
Lord deepened from the experiences.

(continued on next page)



(continued)

If you are having feelings of loneliness or questg your worth as a missionary,
keep pushing forward and be in a continual stafgafer. Allow this time to

bring you closer to the Father. It is through éhesies that the Lord can shape us
and make us stronger vessels to be used for Higserlt seems extremely
difficult while we are going through times of lomedss, trials, sickness, scrutiny,
etc. However, we have a Father that gives usaleed.

Path Application:

Depend on the Father for your desires and needswilHsupply them. Realize
that He may be using these experiences to preparéoy the future so that you
can identify better with your people and lead mtorknow Him. Use this time to
know Him so that you can share with your peopltheir heart language, one not
only in words but also in understanding of theies, thoughts, and heart.

Walk Farther:

1. What do you really need?

2. How is this different from what you want?



-Path 50-

commit

Path Light: Read Proverbs 16

Key Passage:Commit your tasks to the Lord, and your plans tdlfirm.
-Proverbs 16:3

| want the nationals where | serve to experiencd’€smercy. | can in no way
alone save people from their lostness, but God &ar.l can commit to pray for
and witness to my people. Have you ever madevanamt with the Lord? Made
a commitment to Him?

During the winter months, | have committed to wiakexercise near my home
where | normally run in the warmer months. Whetiagn, shine, sleet or snow, |
want to walk and pray. | start every week this wath the Lord. During this
time, | have been praying specifically for a frielcaccept Christ for a few weeks
NOW.

As | was walking to her home one day for a Bibledgt | prayed, “Lord, it would
be nice if Marina accepted you today. If she doedl commit to try and walk at
the beginning of every week through the winteraomdy for exercise but to pray
for St. Pete, the new church start on the islagahjlfy/, team, and our various
ministries.” | really sensed a strong need to cantmthe Lord for this time of
prayer for specifics.

Praise the Lord! Marina accepted Christ that week.

Path Application:

Sincerely seek and listen to the Lord this weekaasmake a commitment to Him.
Watch as you experience His joy in this covend¥é have a promise in His Word
that we will succeed.

Walk Farther:

1. Have you ever found yourself afraid to commaingthing to God? Why?
2. What is something you could commit to the Ltudiay?



-Path 51-

fear the Lord

Path Light: Read Malachi 3

Key Passage:Then the God fearers talked to each other. Thid heard it,

and a memory book was written in the His preseacéhem. The Lord said,
“They will be mine in the day when | put togethey treasure. | will save them in
the same way that a man would save his own sonseh@s him. You will return
then, and discover who is righteous and who is gd¢kvho serves God and who
doesn’'t.” -Malachi 3:16-18

The Lord speaks to the descendants of Jacob ipaissage in Malachi 3. The
Lord begins by making the statement that He doestmenge. He then reminds
them that they are not destroyed and that manysttiney have failed to keep the
decrees that He set. The Lord pleads with theratton to Him and His ways, and
He will return to them. God even shares how Held/biess them in abundance if
they would bring the whole tithe to the “storehduséhen the Lord reminds them
of their harsh words against Him. They thought thaas futile to serve the Lord
and felt that they gained nothing. They have keptommands “and that we have
walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?” (Mdia8:10, 14 KJV)

Then we come to the next few verses and read dbosg who feared the Lord.
Do you and | fear the Lord? 1 think that it is lleg for us to converse with one
another concerning our awe for the Lord. Jushasd descendants talked among
themselves of their fear of the Lord Almighty, weaaneed to keep each other
accountable. The day is coming when we will naggkmhave an opportunity to
help one another. When that day comes, | praytbkatan say that we served the
Lord in reverence, honor and fear. We will wans&y that we honored his
presence together.

Then the Lord can truly say, “They shall be ming/hen God makes up his
treasured possession and remembers us with Hisgregassion, He will be able
to say that he can “discern between the rightendgtze wicked.” (Malachi 3:16-
18 KJV)

(continued on next page)



(continued)

Path Application:
Find/Pray for two or three accountability partnekdeet with them regularly for
encouragement, accountability and prayer.

Walk Farther:

1. In what way do you fear the Lord?

2. How can you fear someone you love?

3. How can a fear of God help you to love Him nYore



-Path 52-

patience
Path Light: Read 2 Timothy 4:2-8

Key Passage:Preach the Word. Be ready at all times. Corretike, and
encourage with patience and sound teaching. -2 thyni2

It is hard for a missionary to have patience sometiwhen we really want
someone to understand and accept Christ quicldpmietimes even desire as | am
witnessing that people would accept Christ at Wleay moment.

One day when the temperature was well below frggziwalked over ice near the
sea. As soon as | took a step on the ice it cchckéook another and nothing
happened. When | took my next step, the ice sisbghtly but didn’t shatter. |
begin to pound my foot, but still nothing happenéthwever, when | moved a
little bit further, the ice gave way.

Immediately, | sensed the Lord speaking to me tjindhis analogy when | was
trying to break the ice. When you disciple a pers@u must have patience.
Continue to speak to the lost and young in thé faist as you continue to walk
across the ice even though it does not break. ikgnto teach them just as you
continue to place consistent pressure on the {€entinue to walk over the ice just
as you continue encouraging in order for peopieesito change. Be patient!

As | looked out over the semi-frozen canal | sudglezalized that although |
could not see the water underneath moving, | kinawit was very active. The
Holy Spirit is active. He will continue to teacthers through His Word. | kept
walking. After some time, the ice broke. Aftens®time of discipleship, lives
break and surrender to Him.

Path Application: Ask God to make you aware of His Spirit's movingai
friend’s heart, even if he/she might feel cold tonH

Walk Farther:

1. What breaks the ice in your heart when yowale to God?
2. How can you use this knowledge to witness ®who may be cold to God?



-Path 53-

be strong and courageous

Path Light: Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8

Key Passage:Be strong and courageous, because you have talgthese
people into the land that the Lord promised theaestors... Deuteronomy 31: 7

We have been back for our second stateside assijramly a few weeks now.
Having lived overseas for about seven years, |@mesvhat stressed about living
in America again. | always wonder if | am goind'tio in" anywhere anymore.
Missionaries seem to never fully belong in foreogmintries. Also once we have
lived in other countries for extended periods ofej we seem to lose a small
portion of our native ways. | have been tryingghwourage myself to be strong
and of good courage. It hasn't been too bad lataly, an interesting thing
happened last night.

We joined a fairly large church in our hometownd @imis week we had a
conference going on with some well known evangehsitd preachers from the
southeast. My children need to go to the bathraomtervals during the sermon.
Why they can't wait for a short hour service in Ait& to be over with is beyond
my understanding. In Russia they seem to be ablatiothrough the 2 1/2- 3 hour
services when bathrooms are scarce. When we redritex church service, we
quietly slipped in the back, stood in the cornad &ied not to disturb the ending
of the service. But | inadvertently leaned agaihstwall while looking for a seat
near the back of a crowded sanctuary and suddehlgdmething press on my
back. As | silently moaned and rolled my eyes sbdlief, | noticed that the lights
started to dim in the church. Then the entire ssrgtwent dark during a crucial
moment in the service. So much for not knowing alblo& new inconspicuous
light switches that have appeared in America, anchsch for trying not to disturb
the service. Needless to say, I'll adapt, justdid In Russia. We are missionaries,
right?

In Deuteronomy 31:6, the passage redas,strong and courageous... don’t be

afraid of them, because the Lord your God is goingvith you; he will not fail

you, nor forsake you." In the following verses Moses speaks the same svord
(continued on next page)



(continued)

Joshua as he passes his leadership over to hipradeses Joshua that the Lord
has already gone ahead of him into the land praimigs unknown to the children
of Israel. He mentions that he should not be afaaid always remember that the
Lord is continually with him.

Path Application: We can apply this to our lives as well. No matt@antype

of situation we are in at the moment, we are nmel The great thing is God has

already been there. He has scoped out the areard/d®ming in to a territory that

Is familiar to Him, and we have nothing to fear. Matter what we experience, we
can be strong and have courage.

Walk Farther:

1. What are you afraid of?

2. If you really believed that God is with you, matter what, what would you try
to accomplish for Him?
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